XX                                    CONTENTS.

Page

he must be, probably, ruined at long- run ;
except he were to give no credit and sus-
tain no losses - - - - - - 291

CHAP. XXX. .Of discounting and endorsing- bills,
and of the scandalous practice of passing
promissory notes, on purpose to borrow
money by discount. Its ruinous conse-
quences exemplified in the ruin of a clubof
tradesmen, who joined in coining money,
as they called it. The discounters to be
deemed as birds of prey, which arc to be
shunned by all tradesmen. This ruinous
practice owing chiefly to overtrading - 301

CHAP. XXXI. Of the tradesman's keeping his
books, and casting up his shop. A re-
markable story of a man keeping his ac-
counts in a large business, without being
able to write. The necessity of exact
book-keeping. Of balancing the cash-
book. Cautions on this head necessary to
be observed. Exact book-keeping indi-
cates a man is determined to thrive, if pos-
sible ; as negligence in this respect de-
notes the contrary. The credit a man
gains in the former case, even though he
prove unfortunate. Numberless lawsuits
preventable by exact book-keeping. Next
to taking care of his soul, a tradesman
should take care of his books. The com-
fort of so doing in case of sudden illness,
&c.......- 309